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DARKNESS, GAS AND
SHELL TRY MEN OF

AMMUNITION TRAIN|

Getting Gun Fedder to
Artillery and Doughboys
Their Job

GCYPSYING AT THE FRONT

Coamping Under Fire, Ducking
Boche Bullets, Just Incidents
in Day’s Work

Wow that the armistice is in good
working order, there is no harm in ad-
mitting that life for the men of the
ammunition trains.were not, in all striet-
ness, o flowery bed of ease. x}nd yet
newspaper has been o d, time .'m«‘l,
sgnin, *what is an ammunition train?®
It is a reasouable question, for‘ the am-
inuuition train, in its present high state
of development and utility, is as much
a product of the War of 1014-1918 as
are gas masks and Hiudenburg lines.

It is a complete military unit, ereat'ed
by the demands of modern warfare, with
its own battalions, horses and motor, Its
own hendquarters detachmenis and its
own personnel and supply un}ts. .

The purpose of the mnmumtio_u train
is to haul amreunition, to haual it from
the ammunition dump—usually at night
—to the baiteries or to the Infantry. It
is o true gypsy outfit, traveling here and
there over the front, always under some
kind of shellfire, camping wherever pos-
sible, with true regard for safety pt
horses, trucks and men and for the dis-
tance from those batteries which it
feeds, N )

It is probably the most widely seat-
fered ountfit in the Arwy. Its molor
trucks range from the coast to as far
front as the roads will permit; and the
motor companies ihemselves, of course,
are widely seattered. So are the borsed
companies, though not so.much, as they
work up close behind the fromt, as a
rule, in a single sector. .

¥xcitement? Tlere are & few high
spots in the carcer of one horsed com-
pany which might apply with cqual
Tacility Lo any of the others.

Introduction to Shell Fire

Its introduetion to shellfire was made
early one morning after an al-night
march in a cold rain. The company
turned into a shell-wrecked village fpr
the day, camouflaged its-wagons, ti_ecl ils
horses in the houses and then tned‘to
get some sleep amid the rains, wx‘ih
shells bursting in the town and over it
The Germans were trying hard for a
huttery on the heights above the town,
amd as j& usual in eases of this king, the
innocent had te suffer,

In the evening the company took to
the trafiie-choked road again and moved
up front. elear np, past ils supply bases.
past its hoavy artillery, to between the
second uand third line trenches, close to
the jumping-off place for the Americans
jn the Argonne fight. And there, in the
midst of a thick swoods, pitted dcem.y
with shell holes, and with no roads, it
was ordered to camp at 10 o'clock at
night.

?Ind the enemy only known it, a few
gas shells judiciously placed, would bave
ended the eareer of balf the company.
But such ifs abound in war. There were
no dugouts, no shelters—and the men
were S0 exhausted that the majority of
thom ¢he next morning declared they
nover heard the kiaxons which had been
sounding at frequent intervals not over
100 or 150 yards away,

The next night—it was the night of
Sept. 25—threc sections had their frst
experience  in  ammunition  hauling,
marching, without their horses, to a
dump not far from the front lines and
helping to load combat wagons which
were iaking the amuounition to the
doughboys. There was a pretty fair duel
woing on, and the German shells fell
uncomforiably close to that dump. But
there were dugouts near by, and this
helped.

Rigiht Behind the Guns

u the Infantry moves up, the Ar-

of course, follows, and the am-
munition train tags right along behind.
A it gets a full share of adventure.

There was the time at Ivoiry, for in-
etnnee, a few days after the Argonne
drive, when the men drove over a plank
road, winding over & hill, within fnll
view of the German ofservation balloons.
Shells fell when the men first struck
that read and kept fnlling, first on one
side of the highways and then the other,
splashing the riders and caissons with
mud and dirk. -

At the batteries the men worked
frantically, getting out the shells, and
then whipped their horses through the
sereechi blasts, i unscathed.
Fere it was that the captain of this
particular company, a veteran of Cuba.
China aud the Philippines, rode his
horse deliberately to the top of a littie
kunoll within £fall view of the balloon and
within machine gun or sniping distance
and halted there, encouraging his toil-
ing men, unti! the last one had passed.

There was the time, on the Verdun
front, when men and caissons, refurn-
ing in the early mornfog from a frip
and riding in comparative safety aloug
& road, swddenly were galvanized into
quivering breatl by a paraschuate
star shell that flung its blinding glare
direcily over them, and then, an instant
luter ihe ronr of a Boche plane was
heard.

Sitting and Taking It

With an appalling crash, he swept
down atong the rond, working his ma-
chine gun like mad, and the men just
sat there in silence and teok it, watch-
ing the little spurts of flame dart up
from the stones at their horses’ feet.
That was the toughest part of it, taking
the Boches® hell without being able to
fight back. .

Even in the midst of trying moments
like this there have been humovous side-
lights, such, for instance, as the sight of
a formier hard guy hiding his head under
1 caisson tarpaunlin to escape the leaden
hail; and the sight, too, of a little
wzroup huddied under & eaisson, right
agaiust the electric heels of the com-
pany's most wicked mule.

And then there was the time the com-
pany suffered its first casualties, directly
in front of & Red Cross flrst aid sta-
tion, in a little village so completely
blasted that a road had been buwilt right
over the ruins, There was a Knights of
Columbus hut near by, and one of the
K. of C. men was holding a box of
cigars in his hand, glving one each to
the soldicrs as they passed.

Came a whine and a whee-ee-ce and a
terrific crash—and three French soldiers
nearby, who were digging stones out of
the ruilns for a road, went up into the
air, arms and legs spread ouf, helmets
fiying. Came another crash, directly
overhead, and part of the Red Cross

. station disappeared; and then anotber,
and four men and a horse dropy
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BOCHE WIRE TAPPERS
RUN INTO NEW CODE

Sioux Observer and Re-
ceiver Make Things
Easy for Gununers

Beenuse of the nature of the country
over which American troops fought in
the Meuse-Argonne offeusive, the Ger-
mans found it easy at times {o cut in on
our ficld telephone wires,

The commander of one brigade of ar-
tillery attached to an American division
was particularly annoyed by enemy
wire-fappers in a heavily wooded sec-
tion of the Argovne. Code messages
from artillery observers were being in-
tercepted by Boche listencrs-in. and the
commander knew, as all armies kuow,
that no code is impregnable when ex-
perts get working on it.

Fhe artillery commander took up with
the colonel of one of the line regiments
the question of the Huns® wire-fapping
activities,  And the colonel hit upon an
idea.

Two Indians,
Hneige, membe

both of proud Hionx
of one of hiz cumn-
panies, were a4 sned as ephone oper-
ators,  One to zo forward with the
artillery observer, the other io remnain
al the brigade reeeiving end of the wire
which the artill communder wus cer-
fain the Germans had that day tapped
somewhere along the line,

The two Sionx, bolh intelligeni, will-
ing men, were sent for and given in-

Those instructions were fo
in the Janguage of their
all messages given thiem at their

Now, when two Sioux Indians gei
talking togefher in their own tongue.
what they say sounds very mueh like
¢ode, but isn't. Anyway. it raised hob
with the code experts of cerlain Prus-
sinn gnard unit:

The Sionx stuck on fheir jobs for
three days and nights. Ther and the
artillery  ecommander and their own

WINTER DAYS ALONG THE RHINE

Although the bridgehead woods are
tull of rabbits, hare, fox and wild boar,
and although their sentinel’s fingers iteh
to pull the trigger on this tempting
game, the Awmerican military authorities
have put into effect a closed season
edict.  The basis for the order is said
to be that the soldiers’ rifles carry (oo
far and that some one, soldier or eivil-
ian, would be likely to get hurt if the
men were permitted to range indiserimi-
naiely over the woods,

But old Farmer Hans is sorry. just
the same. | He claims the rabbits and
hare have bred in such prodigious guan-
tities since the beginning of fhe war
that they are likely fo ruin his crops
next year if some means is not taken
to curb them,

A staff ear, scooting down from Dier-
dorf, headquarters of the 3rd@ Division,
to Montabaur, eame upon a limping
doughiboy, with full equipment, making
his way laboriously over the ley roadway
through the siowy woods. An infaniry
capiain in the car asked the driver to
slow down, and inquired of the soldier
where he was going. The response was,
Up to join my outfit about 17 kilo-
meters up the line” He had developed
core Teet and had fallen out, and had
been left far behind.

He was given a lift, and when the vil- ’

tage In which his unit was quartered
was reached, proud were bis hand-waves
and amazed were his comrades. “Sure
put one over on ’em,” he chuckled as he
clambered out with his pack on his back
{he wouldn’t take it off}, “but what gets
me most Is that this is the first automo-
hile ride I've hagd since I ianded—and I
had to come to Germany to get it.”

Speaking of firsts, they seom to be
happening frequently in Germany. One
of (he most popular i3 an ice crenmn shop
in Coblenz where many soldiors are
tasting their first frozen sweets since
their arrival overseas. The confection
is an ice rather than ice cream.

A man without a pass—and 2 good
one, too—has no more chanee to get
around Coblenz than has the ex-war
lord to disturb again the peace of
Turope, The town is not large, and
M.IM's are many. They rise up out of
nowhere, seemingly, in the dark streets,
some with fixed bayonets'on their rifles,
and If you have no permission to be out
You join a long, long line that usually
comes  a-winding through the main
thoroughfares about 8 or 9 o'clock (if it
happens to be passing when you are
stopped. and it usually does), after

“Got a home.in the good old Arkansas
bottoms, boy Wife and kids there—
two of 'em. And if the old Father of
Waters is Lkickin' up like this bird. Y
onght to be there, that's all”

Snow in the bridgehead has brought
out the sleds and skates of the children
living in the bills. The sleds are erude,
and so are the skales, but they work.
And many a fond memory do they bring
to the mind of the boy in khaki as he
watches the young ones romping and
yelling—and besceching him to try il
Fle often does, but usually only o the
extent of helping them pull their sleds
to the top of the slopes or aiding them
with a refractory strap.

And the M.P. at the foot of the hill
is especially eareful in warning passing
traffic of the merrymakers’ impending
descent.

Knights of Columbus
Club House

27 Blvd Malesherbes Paris
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which follow the usual cer You
Join it, and get an opportmnity to ex-
plain Iater.

The Rhine has an upusanl intevest for
the Americans, both officers and enlisted
met. Bven a grizzled top kick was
caught - gazing reflectively over ifs
waters recently. Perhaps the faet that it
was rnning with a partienlaily swift
current and rising slowly had something
to do with it. e

Or perhaps his statement elears it up:

prettiest, finest horse in the company, a
Hlue roan.
One could just eatch a glinpse of

helmet knocked off, a bloody head, al

torn back, and then the stretcher bear-
ers dashed up from nowhere. placed the
wen on it and got out. And the XK. of C.
man_ in the doorway, with a look of
wonderment on his face, still stood there
{it had happened so swiftly) -with an
empty box in his hand and the precious
cigars scattered all over the ground.
Without any excitement or flurry this
time, the men just whipped iheir ani-
mals into a trot and pulled out, ad-
Justing their gas masks as they rode.

In the Night and the Rain

Al thid nauwling and moving is done,
in the majority of cases, at night, with
the omnipresent rain coming down and
bheing churned into mud hy the thon-
sauds of vehicles passing and repassing
in the blackness. Worse is it whon the
company is split up, some sections haul-
ing to one battery, some to another, and
then meetlng agrin in the darkness.
Getting lost is common, the only thing
to do then being to find wour company
vourself, or with the aid of an M.P,
or to lay by until daybreak in the hope
of zetting through safelr.

There were times when g shell would
drop into the road ahend of the outfit as
it was on its way to a battery, nbeessi-
tating a return {o some fork and s few
more hours® work. Thers were oceasions
when a gas shell would come wandering
dver steaithily and drop its lethal load
into some hollow far from friendly
M.P.'s or other methods of warning

All is not soup and nuts for the am-
munitfon train. It gets it coming and
going. DBut not a man in the ammuni-
tion train but wiil say, if you ask him
who has the toughest Job in the army:

s and the doughboys.”

o/ 9
Cn the Importance
of Men’s Hats

Y hat's in the
» ringl?’ s2ys one man.
Anofher man starts an ar-
. Fumentwith a third by tell-
fog him, “Thoe isn'tse.”" “I'H bet
my hat that it's 20, replies a mdn so
convinced that he'Ji bet the limit,
You see how it is. When 2 man's
feelinge are roused, ho speaks in rerms
of hats, .

*Way back in 1823 we began 1o maks
Mallory Hats, For pretty neacly a
century, we've been building.up a big
business founded,’ not on sand, but
upon the rock-bad of & single ides—
Quality..

* Mallory Hats have style——the very
smartest, always. But, after all, siyls
ouly razkesa man cliange from cne hat
to another. ; We wanted to puv some.
thinf'mon imo g Nat, something that
would make him change always from
one Mallory into another. -

So, in addition to Style, we put
Quality—Mallory Hat Quality, in fict,
From the beginning, up through afl
the years to now, Mallory Hat Qual:
i‘ty.!b:as been the big idea on whichwe

ut,

When retufn, drop into one of

the beat stores and see if we've loosetiad |
cur hold oun the big idea—Mallory/
Quality.

B. A.MALLORY & SONS, ING,
234 Fifth Avenue, Now York
Factory: Danbury, Conna

a

colonel enjoyed the sitaation immensely.
If the Germans got any fun ont of it
they kept it to themselves.

SPAULDING & CO.
JEWELLERS
DIAMONDS—WATCHES

23 Rue de la Paix, Paris
Michigan Boulevard, Chicage -

FLOWERS

. Gan be sent to
anyone at

HOME

for any occasion
NOW OR AT,
ANY TIME

DEMVER.F_D any place iy
the United Statca within

two hows niter xeceipt of

your cabled or writien oz
ders, Sénd remittances throuph the
American Express Co.. Your ordez
will be cablad at once and thenteles
graphed to its destination.

Cable Addmas: SCHLING, New Yerk

MAX SCHLING, Inc.

8,50
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SHEETS AND PILLOWS
FOR ARMY ON RHINE

Blankets and Quilts Also
Installed at C.-in-C.’s
Bidding

There is rejoicing throughout the
Tength and Dreadth of the American
bridgehead af Coblenz,

For the Yanlk fighting man, from ihe
highest to the lowest, shall have a bed
to sleep in; amd there shall be sheets
and there shall be pillows, and blankets
genug, and quilts.  Moreover, the fix-
tures are to be changed as frequently as
is necessary for health and comfort.

It all comes from (he C-in-C's recent
visit to Ceblenz. The general arrived
0 quielly that few were aware of his
presence, IIc made some short trips of
inspection. Ife found that many of the
men were billeted in quarters stronply
resembling those of warlime—real war-
time—days.

Orders were issued to provide every
soldier with 2 bed at ouce, and this is
being done as rapid as the consequent
shifting of the civiliun population can
be accomplished,

Incidentally, Herr Cootie has suffered
ongggf his heaviest blows. for each khaki
fighting man going between shoets cun
give bis clothes a fhorough de-lousing
the night befor

LYONS !
. GRAND NOUVEL HOTEL

11 Rue Grolée i

Favorite Stopping Place of American Officers ‘

ooms from 6 to 30 francs

When you shed -the good old
Khsaki and switch around to
tweeds—our four big stores will
be ready with everything you need.

Meanwhi's, the one thought
from coast to.coast is summed up
in four short words—

“When you come homel”

ROGERS PEET COMPANY

Broadway Broadwa;
at 13th 8% “The at 34th 8

onr
Broadway Corners” Fifth Ave,

Thoroughly Reliable PIRENCH COATS

interlined oil skin and heavy fleece to button in

Can be obtained from .

MACDOUGAL & Co

1 bis RUE AUBER, PARIS

- American Military Tailors

WRITE FOR FULL DESCRIPTION AND PRICES
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NEW YORK - - - WASHINGTON

BRENTANO’S

(Société Anonyme)

Booksellers & Stationers,
37 AVENUE DE L’OPERA, PARIS

Diaries for 1919

United States Army Regulations, etc.
Fine Collection of War Posters

3
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To “Wear-Ever” Men!

No company has for its return-
ing men a welcome more sincere
than your company has for you.

Proud, indeed, are we of what
you have done-—proud of -what
you were willing to do..

Your jobs are waiting for you
—gvery onel

Cther joba will be seacy soon for ot least
@ few other men who have had some sales
experience and for more men who have had
po sales esperience but who wish o get it

¥ you are an old “Wear-Ever®” man or if
yoa are a possible new ‘“Wear-Ever’” man, we

suggest that vou write us, stating just WHAT
you would li & to do~—and WHEN.

The Aluminum Cooking Utensil Co,

Desk A New Kensington, Pa

The flower shop of New York al Warren at 4ist St
i _ues Fu»‘n:\l g]a‘.,ggkaom Strect NEW YORK €ITY
(P8 Members Fioeists® Tel. Det. Avsociation
i~ —— e
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RAZOR
that strops

own blades.

Blade Economy

And as a consequence Steel Conservation—
and the highest quality of stee] at that

HE AutoStrop Razor is the only safety razor which sharpens its
For this reasonits blades last on an average much

longer than those of other razors. We have {or years guaranteed 500
smooth cool shaves from every 12 blades. Without stropping this razor
will shave as well as any unstropped blade can. The stropping feature in
the AutoStrop Razor insures smooth clean shaving such as is obtained by
the first class barber, and as a consequence lengthens the life of the blade.

AutoStrop Safety Razor Company

345 Fifth Avenue, New York
London Paris Toronto
On sale all cver the world




